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Crises and emergencies due to conflict, natural disaster, and COVID-19 are on the rise. Amidst 
these hardships, people are born, get married, divorce, and die. But without robust civil 
registration and vital statistics (CRVS) systems, governments struggle to understand the scale 
of a crisis, accurately plan services, and safeguard basic human rights. 

These examples, and others, show the need for robust CRVS 
systems in conflict, emergencies, and fragile settings.

Many women who fled 
their homes in Syria 
and Iraq struggle to 
register their children’s 
births due to lost 
marriage licenses or 
missing husbands.  

In Vanuatu, Cyclone 
Harold destroyed 
countless homes and 
identity documents, 
making it a challenge 
to access services and 
rebuild.

Delays in death 
registration hinder the 
effective distribution 
of medical resources 
for COVID-19 in Brazil 
and many other 
countries.

This Compendium of Good Practices explores how to strengthen CRVS systems in conflict, 
emergencies, and fragile settings by sharing country case studies and the latest research. 
Launched by the Centre of Excellence for CRVS Systems at the International Development 
Research Centre, in partnership with Open Data Watch, this compendium presents concrete 
opportunities and recommendations to improve CRVS systems around the world.
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This compendium shares examples of how CRVS systems can 
safeguard gender equality during conflict, protect the rights of refugees 
and migrants, and be used to respond to natural disasters or health 
crises like COVID-19.  
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Better CRVS systems for a better world

The benefits CRVS range from governance and peace to human rights 
and social protection, to the economy. They are an essential tool for 
good governance. Registering vital events, including births, marriages, 
divorces, and deaths, is crucial to provide basic population statistics, 
enabling better monitoring of population movements, demographic 
changes, and potential health threats. 

CRVS offer immediate value during times of crisis and in their 
aftermath, signifying a strategic, cost-effective allocation of limited 
financial and human resources in fragile contexts. As the world looks 
to build back, improving and strengthening CRVS systems becomes 
increasingly important.
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